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Debra Gordon
Healthcare Reform
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YOU JUST
GOT ONE TOUGH
ANGEL.
Waldemar M. “Wally” Riley
1925–2013

Kiwanis International is a global organization of members of every age who
are dedicated to changing the world, one child and one community at a time.

We Lose A Priceless Friend, Worker, and Inspiration

It was vintage Wally.
It was the Steak Night Fundraiser for Kiwanis,
when a club guest entered the restaurant with his
wife. The first thing he encountered was Wally,
wearing a tuxedo and a red beret that draped nearly
to his shoulder.
Wally welcomed the guests, and said he would
find them a table. As they waited, a petite young
woman quietly walked up to Wally and discreetly
inquired as to where she might find the ladies’ room.
“Oh, you hafta go to the toilet, ma’am?” Wally
boomed out in his best Master Sergeant rasp. The
guest figured that if there was anywhere this little lady
could hide right then, she would have gone there.
That’s the moment, 34 years ago, when Ed Wigley
turned to his wife and said, “I’m gonna like being a
member of this club.”
And he has. But nobody relished it more – or
brought more energy, enthusiasm and sheer, dogged
inspiration to his fellow members – than Wally
Riley.
How can you properly pay homage to a Kiwanis
legend and institution? You can’t. Instead, as President
Kevin has suggested, we remember our countless
“Wally moments” that bring a smile to our faces, and
will live on in our, and our club’s memory.
Wally was born Dec. 17, 1925, in Brooklyn where
his parents, Harry and Olga, raised him and his two

When this face asked you for a favor or to do something for the
Club, it was a rare Kiwanian that could say no.

brothers and a sister. He enlisted in the Navy right
out of high school at the end of World War II. He was
a Navy gunner on a flying PBY. In the late 1940s, he
attended the College of William and Mary, where he

Today’s Program: Debra Gordon
Debra Gordon has more than 25 years
wine: “Wine on Tuesdays: Be a Serious
experience reporting on and writing
Wine Drinker Without Taking Wine
about medical and healthcare topics,
Seriously,” available through Amazon
beginning with her days as a newspaper
and other online book sellers.
reporter at The Virginian Pilot. She has
Debra received her master’s of
been an independent medical writer
science degree in biomedical writing
since 1999, with experience in a variety
from the University of the Sciences
of therapeutic areas as well as managed
in Philadelphia, and her bachelor’s
care and health policy.
degree in English from the University of
In a previous life, she was the
Virginia. A Norfolk native, she now lives
Debra Gordon
Provider Relations Manager at OPTIMA
in Williamsburg. She and her husband
Health Care. Debra has also written or contributed to have three sons: a 26-year-old who is, she says
more than a dozen consumer healthcare books, and thankfully, gainfully employed; a 20-year-old, who
is currently working on her own book, “Patientzilla: is studying architecture at UVA; and a 17-year-old, a
Get the Healthcare You Want, Need and Deserve.” junior at Lafayette High School who is still living at
In addition, she and her husband wrote a book on home and driving his parents crazy.

developed his lifelong love of competitive swimming
by becoming a member of the Tribe’s first-ever swim
team.
When the Korean Conflict began in the early
1950s, Wally was commissioned as a 2nd Lieutenant,
along with Jim Anthony. Both were sent to Korea in
the 82nd Airborne Division. While in Korea, Wally
became a true American hero by earning a Silver Star,
two Bronze Stars and three Purple Hearts.
He began work at New York Life in 1956, where
he earned many awards. In 1961, he was named the
freshman swim coach at W&M, retiring in 1985 as
the assistant swim coach. He started numerous other
swim teams for young people, including the teams for
Lafayette High School and Walsingham Academy.
He served Kiwanis for 53 years, serving in pretty
much every position imaginable, including president.
He earned the Thomas Hixson Award for his service.
His famous call to action, “Listen up!” will forever be
associated with his fundraising work.
It was nearly impossible to say no to Wally when
he was on a fundraising tear. Jim Suter knew what
was coming every year around the Swim for Cancer
time: Wally asked him to contribute the printed
posters advertising the event. “I got raked over the
coals just like everyone else,” Suter admits. “I printed
those posters free for 20 years. Wally always assured
me that it would be a tax write-off.”
Here’s to you, Wally ... the heavens are richer now.

Arrangements
Visitation: Friday, Feb. 8, 5:30-8:30 p.m.
Bucktrout Funeral Home, 4124 Ironbound Rd.
Memorial Service: Sunday, Feb. 10, 2 p.m.
Crosswalk Community Church, 7575 Richmond Rd.
Memorial contributions:
Kiwanis Foundation, P.O. Box 1265, Williamsburg
23187
William & Mary Cancer Swim, Attn: Matt Crispino,
P.O. Box 399, Williamsburg 23187
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