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Herb Roasted Chicken on Baguette w/
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July 13–Tony Williams/Author
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Kiwanogram
Today’s Speaker

Quiet, Steady
Leadership
Is Robert
Mooney’s
Hallmark
(The
following
is
excerpted from an article by
Richard Foster in the March,
2010, issue of “Richmond”
magazine. It was also posted
on RichmondMagazine.com.)
The list of Bob Mooney’s
close friends and associates
reads like a Who’s Who of
Richmond’s Wealthiest and Most Powerful: Virginia Museum of
Fine Arts benefactor Frances Lewis and her late husband, Sydney,
grocery and banking magnate Jim Ukrop, Dominion Resources
CEO Tom Farrell, the Gottwald family.
If you ask, you’ll find that Mooney has dined and chatted with
some of the greatest modern American artists from the last 50 years,
from Andy Warhol and Roy Lichtenstein to author Tom Wolfe and
composer Philip Glass. In fact, Mooney will modestly add (without
a whiff of braggadocio) that he even visited Warhol at his famed
Factory studio a couple times.
A past chairman of the Greater Richmond Chamber of
Commerce, Mooney served on the board of the privately held
Ukrop’s Super Markets and is the former CFO of Ethyl Corp. He
helped establish the Maggie Walker Governor’s School, the College
(See “Mooney,” page 2)
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(Continued from front page)

as simple entertainment. While he was in college
studying accounting, he also spent many weekends
in the Virginia Museum of Fine Arts. He enjoys
discussing the various artists he’s seen and met, or
shows he’s seen or museums he’s visited over the
years. He’s a big fan of the jazz/world-music orchestra
Pink Martini from Portland.
Mooney worked for Coopers & Lybrand (now
PricewaterhouseCoopers) from 1967 to 1997 in a
variety of executive positions, climbing his way to
partner in the firm’s New York City-based national
headquarters in a little less than 10 years.
In 1997, Mooney went to work for Ethyl Corp. as
its chief financial officer and a senior vice president.
While there, he co-founded Enerva, an early

of William & Mary’s new $75 million business
school building, and Richmond’s new $74 million
CenterStage performing arts complex. In recent
years, he’s been serving as CenterStage’s unpaid,
volunteer executive director.
J. Robert “Bob” Mooney may be the most
prominent Richmonder you’ve never heard of, and
even if you have, you may not know the extent of
who he really is. That’s partly because Mooney, 66,
is not one for self-promotion. He’s the very definition
of a backstage player – so much so that he’s almost
invisible to the average Richmonder.
“There isn’t a powerful person in Richmond that
Bob Mooney doesn’t have the super-secret cell-phone
number for,” says accountant David
Robinson, who worked for Mooney
and Jim Ukrop at CenterStage,
shepherding the project’s financing.
“There isn’t a powerful person in
Richmond that hasn’t called on Bob
Mooney for counsel. ... Bob is a
calming force.”
In December 2005, Mooney
stepped in to take control of
CenterStage’s daily operations and get
the derailed project back on track. It
The William & Mary Alumni Association honored Mooney, left, and four other
was a position he would hold for most distinguished W&M alumni at its 2011 Alumni Medallion Awards in February.
of the next four years.
Under his predecessor, there had been a very Internet firm for chemical companies, raising $35
public, messy battle with city administration over million in capital and merging it in 2001 after the
construction delays, fundraising problems and the Internet bust.
director’s exorbitant salary. After Mooney’s entrance,
He also holds a paid position as chief financial
the headlines quickly evaporated. Things got quiet. officer for the College of William & Mary’s Mason
Robinson describes Mooney as a “laser-sharp, School of Business. But Mooney spends an equal
cut-to-the-problem” manager. If there’s a crisis, big amount of his time on pro bono projects such as his
or small, he says, “Bob’s Apple iPhone comes out work with CenterStage.
and he gets the right person on the phone.”
Mooney talks enthusiastically about bringing in
A native Richmonder, Mooney grew up in South 3,000 Richmond Public Schools students to view a
Side near the DuPont chemicals plant off the old free dress rehearsal of the Virginia Opera’s Carmen.
Richmond-Petersburg Turnpike. He attended Thomas Then there’s CenterStage’s Genworth BrightLights
Dale High School before going to the College of Education Center, which has the ability to stream highWilliam & Mary, where he graduated in 1966 with a definition video of performances and events directly
dual degree in accounting and art history.
into local schools to help students meet various
Although he is a finance expert, he is also apt Standards of Learning.
to philosophize about the differences between art
Mooney appears most excited about this, but like
that challenges one’s thinking and art that qualifies a good servant leader, he tries not to look too proud.

Kiwanonotes
Ducky Derby A Fun Way To Support Kids’ Hospitals
The annual Kiwanis District Convention will take
place Aug. 19-21, at the Williamsburg Marriott Hotel.
Our very own Caren Schumacher is the chairman.
Each club in the District is being asked
to participate in the Capital District Kiwanis

Foundation’s big fundraiser for 2011 called the
Ducky Derby. All proceeds support seven pediatric
hospitals in the district equally. Over half a million
dollars have been raised since 1982. The Children’s
Hospital of the Kings Daughters in Norfolk and the
Children’s Medical Center at VCU in Richmond are
the closest pediatric hospitals to us.
Raffle tickets are $5 per ticket or $10 for three.
Winners receive $500, $400, $300, $200, and $100
plus many additional prizes and will be awarded on
Aug. 20. You do not have to be present to win.
We hope the Kiwanis Club of Williamsburg
will lead all clubs in the district in this important
fundraiser to help children in need.
Please see Bill Bunnell (206-1434) to purchase
raffle tickets.

Sponsor Spotlight
Chambrel (Bronze Sponsor) – With
our friendly and dedicated staff available
24 hours a day, you’ll find it easy to stay
active and engaged. And if your needs
change, we are with you every step of the
way. The services we offer, combined with
our partnerships with reputable healthcare
professionals, will give you peace of mind
that all your needs will be met. We invite
you to come experience exceptional senior
living at Chambrel of Williamsburg today.
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